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Sogdia (/ E" s E’ Ej d i E™ /) or Sogdiana was an ancient Iranian civilization that at different times included
territory located in present-day Tajikistan and Uzbekistan such as: Samarkand, Bukhara, Khujand, Panjikent
and Shahrisabz.Sogdiana was also a province of the Achaemenid Empire, eighteenth in the list on the
Behistun Inscription of Darius the Great (i. 16).
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Central Asia is bounded on the north by the forests of Siberia. The northern half of Central Asia (Kazakhstan)
is the middle part of the Eurasian steppe.Westward the Kazakh steppe merges into the Russian-Ukrainian
steppe and eastward into the steppes and deserts of Dzungaria and Mongolia.
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